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SECTION III

NOTES ON SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS FROM
ENGLISH HISTORY

THE first form of poetry is the epic, the essence
of which may be stated as the successive in
events and characters. This must be distinguished
from narration, in which there must always be a
narrator from whom the objects represented
receive a colouring and a manner; whereas in
the epic, as in the so-called poems of Homer,
the whole is completely objective, and the
representation is a pure reflection. The next
form into which poetry passed was the dramatic:
both forms having a common basis, with a certain
difference, and that difference not consisting in
the dialogue alone. Both are founded on the
relation of providence to the human will; and
this relation is the universal element, expressed
under different points of view, according to the
difference of religions, and the moral and intel-
lectual cultivation of different nations. In the
epic poem, fate is represented as overruling the
will, and making it instrumental to the accomp-
lishment of its designs:
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